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15 March 1957

MEMORANDERS FOR THE RECORD
FBOM: Chief, Budget Divigion
SUBJECT: 2ogension of Agency Reeords Center

1. The problem of expansion of the Records Center was discusasad
informally with Mr. ¥Wilheln of the Purwau of the Puwipet on Tuesdey, S Merch

and sgain on Thursday, 7 March. Mr.| | of the Monagement Staff attended
both of these discussicns. 25X1

2. Mr. Wilbelm outlined the Bureau of the Budget pollcy at both meetings
indicating that the Burceu was very reticent to epprove any construction in
viev of the very strong position taken by the President on the subject. He
further indicated, however, thot, generslly, excsptions could be given to
this policy in case of security sctivities.

25X1

3. Mr. outlined in considerable detail the Records Mansgowment
Progrem and the rate of increase in records in the Center. He also outlined
the problems of establishing standards in the disposition of intelligence
materials. In addition, he stated that standards developed by the General
Sexrvices Adminigtration and other agencies were followed in ccounection with
the dilsposition of administrative records such 2z records involving personnel,
financial operaticns and g0 on. It vas also pointed out that if epprovel
were not granted for this copstruction, &lternstive methods for handling the
records would have to be developed, which in time would result in considerable
incrense in cost to the GCovermment. The reasons for this increaged cost would
inelude necesalty of providing secure spsce which was not now availsble,
additional staff to mon a seperate instelletion, and ultimate construction of
permanent record keeping facilities, probably at & higher unit cost. The
problea vas also discussed as to the possibhility of making a somewvhat samller

extension on the present bullding. The econcy of such & move was dlscussed
in detail.

k., Mr. wilhelm was requested to obiain an informal resmction to cur
proposal. He was also informed that it wae owr intent to submit the guention
formally after the informal reaction 4if a fevorable consideration would be
given to the request to go shead with the conatruction.

5. At 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 13 March, a telephone call was received

Mr. Wilhelm stating that the question of the construction of the expansion
of the Records Canter had been considered rather fully within the Buresu of
the Budget. He stated further ithat the Buresu did not have any dbjectien to
o proceeding with the congtruction provided that owr pleans were not adversely
quastioned by the Congressional Committees. EHe further indicated thet the
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